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The goals of 
this session

● Introduce you to the basics 
of Chat GPT and AI

● Highlight some of the 
tensions 

● Suggest some sites and 
resources

● Demo an idea to get you 
thinking about your own 
classes 
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In the chat…
As a teacher, what first 
comes to mind when 
you think about AI and 
ChatGPT? 
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AI
Artificial Intelligence

ChatGPT
Generative Pretrained Transformer
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"Artificial Intelligence, or AI for short, is like 
teaching computers to think and learn like 
humans. It's a technology that allows computers to 
understand, reason, and make decisions based on 
data and patterns. AI can be used for a wide range 
of tasks, from recognizing pictures and speech to 
solving complex problems and making predictions. 
In education, AI can help personalize learning, 
automate routine tasks, and assist with research, 
making it a valuable tool for both students and 
teachers."

-ChatGPT
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"ChatGPT is a computer program that can have 
text-based conversations with people. It's like a 
virtual chat partner that can understand what 
you're saying and respond in a way that sounds 
like a human. It's trained on a vast amount of text 
from the internet, so it can provide information, 
answer questions, and engage in conversations on 
a wide range of topics. It's a tool that can be used 
for educational purposes, customer support, or 
just for fun conversations with a computer."

-ChatGPT
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Why has this 
captured 

everyone’s 
attention?

Broadly, fear, but also 
excitement.

Specifically, though, it raises 
questions of:

● Ethics
● Quality
● Pedagogy
● Access and Equity
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/chriswestfall/2023/01/28/educators-battle-plagiarism-as-89-of-students-admit-to-using-open-ais-chatgpt-for-homework/?sh=4fdbb8c7750d
https://medium.com/@asarav/the-limitations-of-chat-gpt-8b73f5859bb4
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/12/technology/chatgpt-schools-teachers.html
https://www.chronicle.com/article/how-chatgpt-could-help-or-hurt-students-with-disabilities
https://thecorecollaborative.com/can-chat-gpt-be-the-key-to-achieving-educational-equity/


As with search engines like 
Google, and perhaps 
encyclopedias and calculators 
before that, there is value in 
acknowledging the value of AI 
as a more efficient information 
gatherer and solution finder.  
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However, as is true with those 
other resources, we would be 
wise to spend time instructing 
students on proper use of this 
new powerful tool, and guiding 
them on how its use might 
extend their creativity and 
capacity to think.  
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Sites To 
Explore

ChatGPT (chat.openai.com)

Diffit (web.diffit.me)

Almanack.ai

MagicSchool.ai

Schoolbus.ai

Eduaide.ai

Story.ai

Twee.com

Grammarly

Canva Magic Writer
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In the chat…
If you’re already using AI in 
your classroom, share a 
few notes on how and what 
your thoughts have been 
so far. 
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How to 
leverage AI 

in your 
classroom

…and in your 
preparation

● Translator, for ELL students in 
your classroom

● Simplifier, distill your main ideas
● Engager, providing students with 

a conversation partner
● Accentuator, to accompany or 

contrast textbook or Google 
search

● Editor, for students to reflect on 
work completed

● Designer, as a teacher seeking a 
starting point for slide decks, 
readings, and more

● Aggregator, for collections of 
images, videos, or texts

● Evaluator, for student responses
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Let’s Level Up Our Assessments
 “We are gradually embracing hybrid learning, and we should now 
embrace hybrid-assessments—an organic blend of faculty-AI 
collaboration. This blended approach will see technology being 
infused with more authentic tasks—a truly pragmatic approach.” 

-Faculty Focus
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https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/educational-assessment/level-up-higher-education-assessments-with-chatgpt/


…an example…
“Any tool that lets students refine their thinking before they come to class, 

and practice their ideas, is only going to make our discussions richer”
NEW YORK TIMES
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/12/technology/chatgpt-schools-teachers.html


The Task:
Given a topic, consider three 
questions you’d ask an expert.

You will copy and paste the the 
“transcript” of your dialogue with AI 
and supply a reflection at the end 
describing your takeaways. 

You’ll be primarily evaluated on the 
reflection that synthesizes 
response from your three main 
questions, but also on the quality 
of your questions, the clarifications 
you ask for (as needed), and I’ll be 
looking for at least one follow up 
question, based on the responses 
you receive, that extends your 
understanding.. 
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Quick hits…
● Draftback: While we don’t advocate for huge investments in student surveillance, Draftback in Docs 

is a valuable tool should you become concerned about the authenticity of student work. It is a 
Chrome extension that tracks doc revisions down to the keystroke. (video demonstration)

● TikTok: Teacher TikTok is today what Teacher Twitter was just a few years ago. It is the best way to 
stay current with innovations, tips, tricks, and other great ideas. If you’re not comfortable with it, 
befriend the nearest millennial or Gen Zer, and make it a habit to ask them what the best things 
they’ve seen on it recently. 

● Cultural Sensitivity and pay walls: On one hand, large language models offer much-needed 
assistance to students by bolstering their creative, research, writing and problem-solving skills. 
Students with disabilities also benefit from AI tools that, for example, provide executive function 
support. But on the other hand, algorithms reproduce systemic bias and hold potential to widen the 
education gap like no other tech before them.

● A simple Google search renders LOTS of websites giving ideas, resources, and things to consider. So, 
be emboldened to just nose around and see what you can learn. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgg0Rxf7xa4
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/artificial-intelligence/2023/06/05/how-ai-tools-both-help-and-hinder-equity?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=2f18310ddb-WNU_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-2f18310ddb-235240669&mc_cid=2f18310ddb&mc_eid=cd1eab7add#
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1041608023000195?via%3Dihub
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/effective-assessment-practices-chatgptenabled-world


In the chat…
What is one thing you can 
do to move forward with 
some of these thoughts in 
the next few days? 
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Come off mute…
What is one question 
you still have?
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Thank you for your time!
Please don’t hesitate to connect with us in 

the future. 

Kristen McCauliff, Ball State University
klmccauliff@bsu.edu

Drew Shermeta, Muncie Central High School
andrew.shermeta@muncieschools.org
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